
 
 

EQ TIPS 

Quick Reference Guide 
 
 

Instrument Frequency of Interest 
Kick Drum Bottom depth @ 60-80 Hz Slap Attack @ 2.5 kHz 
Snare Drum Fatness @ 240 Hz Crispness @ 5 kHz 
Hi-Hat/Cymbals Clank or Gong @ 200Hz Shimmer @ 7.5kHz 
Rack Toms Fullness @ 240Hz Attack @ 5 kHz 
Floor Toms Fullness @ 80-120 Hz Attack @ 5 kHz 
   
Bass Guitar Bottom @ 60 Hz Attack/Pluck @ 700 Hz – 1 

kHz 
   
Electric Guitar Fullness @ 240 Hz Bite @ 2.5 kHz 
Acoustic Guitar Bottom @ 80-120 Hz 

Body @ 240 Hz 
Clarity @ 2.5 – 5 kHz 

   
Electric Organ Bottom @ 80-120 Hz 

Body @ 240 Hz 
Presence @ 2.5kHz 

Acoustic Piano Bottom @ 80-120 Hz 
Body @ 240 Hz 

Presence @ 2.5kHz  
“Honky Tonk” sound  
sharp ‘Q’ @ 2.5 kHz 

   
Horns Fullness @ 120-240 Hz Shrill @ 5-7.5 kHz 
Strings Fullness @ 240 Hz Scratchiness @ 7.5-10 kHz 
   
Congo/Bongo Resonance @ 200-240 Hz Presence/Slap @ 5 kHz 
   
Vocals Fullness @ 120 Hz, 

Boominess @ 200-240 Hz 
Presence @ 5 kHz 
Sibilance @ 7.5-10 kHz 

 


